[Laparoscopic cholecystectomy in children].
Laparoscopic cholecystectomy is increasingly being used in adults with gallbladder disease. Despite the exponential increase in the number of laparoscopic cholecystectomies performed in adults, there are very few reports of its use in children. It is thought that gallstone disease is rare in childhood. Since the introduction of ultrasonography, it is used almost routinely for evaluating children with abdominal pain, and cholelithiasis is being increasingly recognized in children. Since the beginning of 1991 we evaluated 7 children for biliary colic, and on sonography gallstones were demonstrated in all of them. 1 boy also had thalassemia and another hyperlipidemia; the other 5 developed symptoms of biliary colic without any history of hematological or other disease. 5 underwent laparoscopic cholecystectomy without complication. In the other 2 laparotomy was performed. In 1 suspected damage to the common bile duct during laparoscopy required direct visualization, but no damage was found. In the other, no gallbladder was identified on laparoscopy; laparotomy confirmed the diagnosis of congenital agenesis of the gallbladder with several technical modifications. We found laparoscopic cholecystectomy to be both safe and effective in children. Its advantages include shorter hospitalization, decreased postoperative discomfort and a much shorter interval between operation and return to normal activity.